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One-stop student center
The Student Success Center will open fall 2014, Health Center opens this March

Dukes
bite
Wildcats
Football team’s offense
is back on track in
Homecoming game
By Wayne Epps Jr.
The Breeze

Key features
• Health Center
• Financial Aid Office
• Office of the
Registrar
• Card Services
• HelpDesk
• Career & Academic
Planning
• Community
Service-Learning
• Dining facility and
Dunkin’ Donuts

courtesy of Moseley Architects

The overall project budget for the Student Success Center design, construction and fitting out is $77,499,905. The building will be 250,000 sq. ft.
By Alana Scharlop
The Breeze

JMU is constantly expanding its campus
to provide students with more services and
facilities — the Student Success Center located on North Campus will be the next addition.
The University Health Center will move to
its section of the Student Success Center on
the corner of Grace Street and Mason Street on
March 17 and the rest will open in the coming
summer. The center is by far one of the biggest
projects JMU has ever undertaken, according
to Randy Mitchell, associate vice president for
Student Success Programs.
Mitchell explained that the 250,000 sq. ft.
project has been a dream for quite some time
however, there was never a building large
enough for it until JMU bought the old hospital and renovated Constitution Hall.
“Actually the idea did start in about ’98
with Dr. Rose and he asked us to look into
what student success would mean for JMU,”

Mitchell said. “It has more to do with what
kinds of things the university can do to make
sure that students get the very best experience
they can.”
The new building will house what Mitchell
believes to be most important factors for students to gain that new experience: proximity,
choice and chance.
“Students will come to the center for something and by chance they will be exposed to
other things and that is how they get a richer
experience,” Mitchell said.
More than 20 student services will be
housed in the new building. Many of those
departments are moving from Wilson Hall,
Warren Hall, Sonner Hall and Varner House
will move to the new Success Center. It will
have a dining facility, as well as, grab-and-go
type food and a Dunkin’ Donuts.
Right now the university is not completely
sure what the transferring spaces will be used
for but know that the departments will be better equipped in their new setting.

The Health Center, Career and Academic
Planning, Community Service-Learning, Judicial Affairs, Financial Aid and Scholarships,
Card Services, the HelpDesk and the Office
of the Registrar are just a few of the facilities
and departments that will move into the success center.
“For the first time these facilities will be
designed for what these functions really are …
and the staff were involved with that,” Mitchell said.
He also explained that because the people who work in these facilities helped create
them by having input on how their offices
should be built based on the needs of each
particular department.
Winfield Hunt, director of Facilities Planning & Construction, explained that the
overall project budget for design, construction
and fitting out the building is $77,499,905. The
center is unique because
see Success, page 4

The Dukes found their niche again
Saturday afternoon at Bridgeforth Stadium, rebounding from last weekend’s
loss at the College of William & Mary
to beat Villanova University 31-21 for
Homecoming.
Sophomore quarterback Michael
Birdsong went 20-29 for 207 yards
and one touchdown as the offense
collected 364 total yards to rebound
from the season-low 298 yards it had
in Williamsburg last week. Head coach
Mickey Matthews was notably upset
with the offense after the loss to the
Tribe, but felt quite differently this
week.
“It was our best game of the year,
obviously,” Matthews said. “Because
we played four quarters. I knew Villanova wasn’t going to quit, they never
have.”
While Villanova (4-5, 3-3 Colonial
Athletic Association) entered the game
with the seventh-ranked defense in
the CAA and the worse-ranked pass
defense, JMU (6-3, 3-2 CAA) capitalized and didn’t turn the ball over, put
together complete drives and distributed the ball effectively. The Dukes
looked like a different team than the
one that missed multiple opportunities in Williamsburg.
Birdsong’s play gelled with offensive coordinator Mike O’Cain’s
play-calling.
“Michael played so much better
tonight than he did last week. That
was the huge difference in the game,”
Matthews said. “He decided to listen
to Coach O’Cain and throw it when
we wanted him to throw it. We had
the receivers open last week that were
open tonight, but he hit enough of
them to win the game.”
Redshirt senior running back
Dae’Quan Scott also scored his 32nd
career rushing touchdown in the first
quarter, tying Eriq Williams’ (1989-92)
school record.
As improved as the offense was this
weekend, maybe the most critical element in JMU’s win was its ability to
limit Villanova’s sophomore quarterback John Robertson. He is second
in the CAA with 1,107 rushing yards
and 15 rushing touchdowns — the
most rushing yards and touchdowns
of any quarterback in the Football
see football, page 8

JMU gains WVPT building
The Virginia public television building will be included as part of JMU’s campus, WVPT relocating
By ERIn Flynn
contributing writer

The JMU Real Estate Foundation is writing a heavy check for
$2.35 million after purchasing the WVPT building located on
Port Republic Road.
Virginia Public Television is the provider for three broadcast
services, including PBS, CREATE and V-Me, (the Spanish language programming) and has explained exploring the idea of
selling its facility for many months, according to WVPT President David Mullins.
According to the press release issued on Oct. 24, Virginia
Public Television approached the JMU Real Estate Foundation with interest in selling its building.
According to Mullins, the station had two options: to spend
thousands of dollars to replace aging infrastructure or choose
to outsource the station and not pay to replace the equipment.
They chose the latter. WVPT will continue to air but in a new
location.
According to Mullins, outsourcing to a more updated “technological plant” will save WVPT a large sum of money and
reduce the risk of technological “breakdowns.”
The money from the sale will partner with funds provided
by donors in order to pay for a great amount of its expenses,
Mullins explained.
“We are fortunate that JMU had interest and that the timing
of the sale worked for both parties,” Mullins said.
And the JMU Real Estate Foundation is planning to put the
space to good use.
“We are glad to help WVTP make the transition. People associate the space with JMU anyhow,” said Andy Perrine, associate

3 news
11/4 Inside 		
Funding a legacy
MRDs create scholarship
in name of retired
assistant band director.

Matt Schmactenberg / The Breeze

The WVPT building located on Port Republic Road cost $2.35 millon. JMU is unsure what departments will be housed there.

vice president of communications and marketing at JMU.
Perrine said the foundation plans to lease the property to
JMU and the space will be used for academic programs, which
he said are “growing rapidly.” The extra space will give the university more flexibility for programs.
The sale and land transfer is expected to be finalized by
February, but Perrine said that it could take some time before
JMU begins using the space. “Right now, we are working with
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opinion
Trans-trouble

CW’s show about
transgender teen is still
excluding social group.

7

Academic Affairs and Facilities Management to decide what
programs are going to go into the building,” he said.
According to associate director of communications Bill
Wyatt, the building won’t be vacated until late spring.
“Once WVPT vacates the property, the university’s Real
Property and Space Management Department will conduct

life
The notebook

JMU student records
her life to give to her
future husband.

see WVPT, page 4
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sports
Basketball rehearsal

Team wins in overtime
at exhibition game
yesterday at home.
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Correction
•
In the Oct. 31 edition of The Breeze, in the article

“Come in and stay a while,” Paul Somers did not
receive his masters from UNC Wilmington, but from
UNC at Pembroke.

The OCTO puzzle
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Thursday’s puzzle solved

Doug Johnson / octo-puzzle.com

Place the numbers 1 to 8 in each of the octagons without repeating a
number in any octagon, row, column or diagonal.
The number in each diamond is the sum of the four numbers around
the diamond. Numbers around diamonds can repeat.
The numbers in the triangles at the ends of a diagonal are the sum of
the numbers in that diagonal (7 + 8 + 6 + 3 + 2 + 5 = 31).
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LAX shooter had
his targets in mind
LOS ANGELES — The gunman
ignored the travelers and airline employees. Instead, he scanned Terminal 3 for
an airport security official, authorities
said.Only then did he open fire. Gerardo
Hernandez, 39, was shot at point-blank
range and crumpled to the floor. The
gunman rode up an escalator, turned
around and noticed the bleeding man
squirming.
He went back and fired again, authorities said, killing Hernandez. Authorities
filed a murder charge Saturday against
the man they allege opened fire, Paul
Anthony Ciancia, 23, and offered chilling
new details that suggested the rampage
was explicitly aimed at Transportation
Security Administration agents.
The gunman carried a handwritten
note in his bag that said he wanted to
“instill fear into their traitorous minds,”
said David Bowdich, special agent in
charge of the Counterterrorism Division
at the FBI’s LA office.
“His intent was very clear in his note,”
Bowdich told reporters Saturday. “In
that note he indicated his anger and his
malice toward the TSA officers.” A law
enforcement official told the Los Angeles Times that the screed resembled

a “suicide note.” The gunman said he
didn’t want to hurt anyone “innocent”
_ only TSA agents. The note also mentioned “NWO,” a possible reference to the
New World Order, a conspiracy theory
that holds that forces are trying to create a totalitarian one-world government.
The shooter was apparently dropped
off at Los Angeles International Airport
just after 9 a.m. Friday, authorities said,
though they gave no details about the
driver. The triggerman wore dark clothes
and a bulletproof vest and had not purchased a ticket. He carried a Smith &
Wesson .223-caliber M&P-15 assault
rifle, five loaded magazines and a trove
of ammunition, Bowdich said.
After shooting Hernandez, authorities and witnesses said, the gunman
calmly fired his way through the screening area, all the while cursing TSA agents.
He asked terrified bystanders: “Are you
TSA?” If they answered no, he moved
on. In a 10-minute spree that was captured on video, the shooter wounded
two more TSA agents and injured at least
one bystander, authorities said. Some
travelers ducked behind planters and
advertising kiosks to avoid gunfire; others fled to taxiing planes. Airport police,
who were “60 seconds behind the suspect,” according to airport Police Chief
Patrick Gannon, shot the gunman in the
leg and head near a food court.

Subway vigilante
City where Trayvon
arrested in NYC on Martin was killed
drug charges
alters watch rules
NEW YORK — Bernhard Goetz, the
“subway vigilante” who set off a national debate about crime and race after he
shot four black men in New York in 1984,
has been arrested on drug charges.
Goetz, 65, was arrested about 6:30
p.m. Friday in New York after he sold
$30 worth of marijuana to an undercover officer outside his Manhattan
apartment, police said.
Goetz was arrested after he led the
officer to his apartment building, went
to get the pot from his apartment and
sold it for $30, New York Police Department Det. Annette Markowski told the
Los Angeles Times.
Goetz was arrested on suspicion of
criminal sale of marijuana, criminal
possession of marijuana and unlawful
possession of marijuana, Markowski
said.
On Dec. 22, 1984, Goetz shot four
black men who he said were trying to
mug him while he was riding the subway to a Christmas party. The incident
garnered international attention, and
Goetz, a lanky white man with glasses,
became a household name.

LOS ANGELES — A move that could
ignite a legal battle, the Florida city
where Trayvon Martin was killed will
not allow neighborhood watch volunteers to carry firearms, part of an effort
to overhaul its police department and
improve the city’s tarnished reputation.
George Zimmerman fatally shot
Martin, an unarmed black teenager
who was walking home from a convenience store, in February 2012. The
case became a symbol of the country’s
racial tensions and divisions over gun
laws, and thrust Sanford, a central Florida city near Orlando, into the national
spotlight.
The Sanford Police Department
came under criticism when Zimmerman was not immediately charged.
Zimmerman, who identifies himself as
Latino, was a neighborhood watch volunteer, and critics called the incident
an example of racial profiling and citizen vigilantism. The police chief at the
time was fired.

World
Revenge a concern
after drone kills
Taliban leader
ISLAMABAD — Pakistani security forces were on high alert Saturday
amid concerns of revenge attacks after
the killing of Pakistani Taliban leader
Hakimullah Mehsud in a U.S. drone
missile strike.
Mehsud has been reported killed in
the past by U.S. and Pakistani security
forces only to reappear alive. But on
Saturday, the Taliban confirmed his
killing Friday in the Miranshah area
of lawless North Waziristan near the
Afghan border.
“We believe that hundreds of thousands more mujahedeen will rise from
the drops of Hakimullah’s blood,” Maulana Azam Tariq, a Pakistani Taliban
spokesman from South Waziristan,
said by phone from an undisclosed
location. “The enemy should not be
happy with Hakimullah’s martyrdom.
We will take revenge with America and
its associates.”
Pakistan security forces have been
beefed up and placed on high alert
across the country, especially in the
volatile northwest. Blockades were
set up at major entry access roads

into Peshawar and additional security deployed around the city’s U.S.
consulate.
Mehsud’s funeral was reportedly held in secret Saturday so those
attending wouldn’t be targeted by further drone strikes. Miranshah residents
reported seeing angry locals fire at several drones overhead.
Hakimullah has been buried in an
undisclosed location in Miranshah,”
said another Taliban official, who
requested anonymity. It wasn’t possible to bury him in his South Waziristan
hometown given the Pakistani army’s
control over that area, he added.
“We would definitely take revenge on
his death, but the appointment of a new
chief is the most important thing right
now,” he said.
Friday’s killing was a victory, at least
in the short-term, for Washington at a
time when its drone program is under
growing criticism for mistakenly killing civilians, fueling public anger in
Pakistan and helping Taliban recruiting efforts.
Despite losing its leader, the decentralized group is viewed as resilient
and is expected to regroup relatively
quickly. The killing could also damage already strained relations between
Washington and Islamabad, which
views U.S. drone strikes as a violation
of its sovereignty.

Two French
Thirty militants
journalists killed in killed in KenyanMali
Somali operation
JOHANNESBURG — Two French
journalists were kidnapped and killed
in northern Mali on Saturday, just days
after four French hostages were freed
in Niger.
The French Foreign Ministry confirmed the deaths of Ghislaine Dupont,
51, and Claude Verlon, 58, who authorities said were kidnapped by four armed
men Saturday afternoon in the town of
Kidal.
The two journalists from Radio
France International had just interviewed Ambeiry Ag Rhissa, a leader
with the National Movement for the
Liberation of Azawad.
Their bodies were found about 10
miles outside Kidal.
France intervened in Mali in January after the north of the country fell to
al -Qaida-linked Islamist militias and
Tuareg rebels who imposed a strict
version of sharia, or Islamic law. The
French military managed to drive the
militias from the major northern towns
within weeks, but insecurity persists in
northern Mali, particularly in the Kidal
region, close to the Algerian border.

NAIROBI, Kenya _ Thirty suspected
members of the Islamist militia al-Shabaab were killed Saturday by Kenyan and
Somali soldiers on the Somali side of the
border between the two countries.
Only one Somali soldier was injured
during the ambush near Kolbio
The joint operation came a few days
after two suspected members of the alQaida-linked al-Shabaab were killed
in an airstrike, also in southern Somalia, although the source of the missile
remained unknown.
African Union peacekeepers in Somalia and Kenyan troops have stepped up
their offensive against al-Shabaab since
its attack in September on a Nairobi
shopping mall.
Al-Shabaab claimed responsibility for that attack, saying it was
retaliating for Kenya sending troops
to aid the peacekeepers in their battle
against the militants.
Compiled from McClatchy-Tribune
wire services
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Marching on

Marching Royal Dukes create scholarship in name of long-time music professor

Jillian Paul / the breeze

West Grace
Street closed

JMU starts construction for
new student housing project

From Nov. 5 through Feb. 24, West Grace
Street will be closed to through traffic for sewer
and water line reconfigurations for JMU’s new
student housing project, according to the Harrisonburg Public Works Department.
The portion of Grace Street from Main Street
to Walnut Lane will be closed to the public as
well, but will remain open for residents, their
visitors and contractors.
Pedestrian traffic will be maintained for
the duration of the project. The bus stops on
West Grace street will be temporarily relocated to 396 High St., between Grace Street and
Cantrell Avenue by the bank building.
Several parking lots will remain accessible
from High Street onto Grace Street including
R-11, C-6 and 131 Grace St. offices parking and
United Way parking areas.
The S-Parking lot located behind Anthony-Seeger Hall and Grace Street House will
be accessible from Main Street but will only
have one single point of entry and exit. People who use the Facility Maintenance Parking
Area will be asked to exit only onto West Grace
Street from University Services Building parking area.
The University Services Building parking
area for deliveries, material drop offs, gas
pump access or garage access will be accessible from the lane that runs behind the
University Services Building and exits onto
West Grace Street.
Questions should be directed to the JMU
community affairs manager at 540-568-4750.
— staff report

Matt schmachtenberg / the breeze

By Chris Kent
contributing writer

The Student Alumni Association has
teamed up with members of the Marching Royal Dukes to fund a scholarship in
MRD-legend Bill Posey’s name. The Bill
Posey Scholarship Fund will go to current
or prospective MRD members who need
the benefit of extra funds to help with college expenses.
According to the Office of Annual Giving, the criteria to apply for the scholarship
hasn’t been finalized yet, though it would
go to music students or students in the
MRDs. The overall goal for the scholarship
is $50,000.
Once they have raised $25,000, students
will start being awarded said Clare Eakin,
assistant director of volunteer initiatives at
the Office of Annual Giving, but until that
point, students and alumni can continue to
give.
Alumni and students have donated to the
fund, which now holds $5,561. Ninety-four
percent of donors are students.
“I would say ‘Come at us,’”Josh
Humphries, a junior political science major
and vice president of the SAA said. “We have

485 members and 42 percent of us gave; raising like $4,000,” Humphries said.
Posey graduated from JMU in 1977 and
hasn’t left. Even after his retirement in 2011,
he still keeps an office in the Music Building.
He’s been involved with the MRDs for more
than 30 years.
“JMU in particular at that time was going
through exciting growth. The university was
growing in both size and quality. Everything
you did at that stage in the game was a new
tradition, we had nothing to hold us back,”
Posey said about his personal experience at
JMU.
The energy he added to the MRDs has left
a big impact on the students; even on those
who have not personally met him.
“If you listen carefully to the end of the
fight song, on the field, you’ll hear ‘Bill
Posey! We are the Dukes of JMU,” Humphries
said. “You might not hear it from the stands
but he is still ingrained in our culture at JMU.
Still highly respected, and everybody loves
him.”
Senior media arts and design major and
member of the MRDs Peter Kosanvich said
it’s hard to put into words what Posey’s done
for the band.

Holly Warfield / the breeze

Even though he is retired, Bill Posey continues
to stay involved at JMU and with the MRDs.

“He truly is the icon of the band, he kind
of is the band. So to give him a scholarship
in his name is the least we could do,” he said.
“It’s all about student giving, it doesn’t
matter what our giving is for; it’s just
the passion of giving,” Humphries said.
see MRD, page 4

Professor wins regional title

Students nominate graduate counseling professor Debbie Sturm for Outstanding Teacher Award
By lizzie Cecchett
contributing writer

Every year the Southern Association for Counselor Education awards an individual with the
Outstanding Teacher Award. This year, that teacher is Debbie Sturm, a JMU graduate psychology
professor.
According to the SACES website, counseling
teachers across the Southern region must be
nominated by their students to be considered
for the award.
The award seeks to recognize teachers who
have gone the extra mile to achieve excellence
not only in the classroom but also in the community through unique and innovational teaching
methods.
Sturm has been teaching for six years and has
worked at JMU for three years. Since she started at
JMU, Sturm said she has noticed, appreciated and
helped contribute to the atmosphere of constructive collaboration between students and faculty
by bringing in personal experience and handson activities.
Sturm said JMU is very student-centered.
“Everything we do is committed to the students
and their growth. There is a lot of possibility with
that,” Sturm said.
When working with students in and outside of
the classroom, Sturm said she tries to exhibit and
promote genuineness.
“I want [my students] to be concerned that
something has integrity, that it has something
grounded to it,” she said. “You don’t want to trade
off who you are just to do something statistically
correct.”
Sturm attributes her accomplishments to her
colleagues in the psychology department.
“[My success] is because of my colleagues,”
Sturm said. “We have an environment where
we encourage the best in each other. Just being
around them makes me the best teacher I can be.”
Director of counseling programs Lennis Echterling has worked with Sturm since she arrived
at JMU.
Echterling said he’s observed Strum’s teaching
style and interactions with her students, such as
her facilitation of practicums for her counseling
students who work with real life clients of all ages
who have a variety of problems.
“[Sturm] not only teaches counseling but is
also a wonderful counselor to the students; she
treats her students like she would treat her clients,” Echterling said. During their practicum,
students work with children, adolescents or
adults to give them real-world experience with

active patients.
In the past, Sturm worked with a few of her
gaduate students in giving their presentations at
the Psychology Student Symposium held at JMU.
“I do a lot with students to help them get comfortable with writing and presentations,” Sturm
said.
Anne Metz, a graduate student in the clinical
mental health counseling program, has had Sturm
as a class supervisor and teacher for the last two
years. Sturm helped Metz organize and present
her ideas at the symposium.
“[Sturm and I] worked together on a presentation for using elements of nature to improve
outcomes of clients. One of the things I admire
most about [Sturm] is that she’s incredibly devoted as a teacher and colleague,” Metz said. “She’s
a role model for the person I wish to be one day.”
Thomas Field is another counseling and supervision graduate student of Sturm’s and he has
noticed her unique and effective teaching style.
“Most teachers know in general how to prepare
a student; however, [Sturm] not only knows the
general information but also the current and the
contemporary. She’s extremely creative,” Field
said.
Field described one assignment where Sturm
completely redesigned a course include nature
based learning with information she learned
from the Arboretum Collaborative Showcase.
She took the students to the Arboretum to teach
them about integrating counseling with naturebased learning.
Sturm has had a strong influence on Field and
his graduate work.
“One of the big things that you need to know
[for counseling supervision] is [Council for
Accreditation of Counseling Related Educational Programs], an accrediting body that produces
academic standards. Sturm helped me understand what CACREP looks for when evaluating
programs and developing rubrics to evaluate
student performance,” Field said. “I talked about
that in my interview and it was really what sold
me. I wouldn’t have known any of those things if
I hadn’t talked to Sturm.”
Since the Outstanding Teaching Award is
entirely based on student nominations, Sturm
said this is the main reason the award means so
much to her and her career.
“Students nominated me and they thought
these positive things,” Sturm said. “That means
what I’ve done has meant something to them.”
Contact Lizzie Cecchett at
ceccheer@dukes.jmu.edu.

Megan trindell / the breeze

Graduate counseling professor Debbie Sturm has been teaching for six years, three spent at JMU.
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WVPT | Gaining another building

from front

an assessment to determine the best use of
the building,” Wyatt said.
Perrine explained that this transition will
also allow students to enjoy more academic
space located close to campus.

“Right now, we are working
with Academic Affairs and
Facilities Management to
decide what programs are
going to go into the building.”
Andy Perrine

associate vice president
of communications and
marketing at JMUxxxxxxxx

WVPT is planning its own move to another
site in the Harrisonburg area.
“We are currently searching for the right
site for relocation and beginning a review of
materials we will need to move with relocation,” Mullins said.
“The university acquires the use of a building contiguous to campus while WVPT, a
longtime neighbor and community partner
is able to find space that is more suitable to
their needs,” Wyatt said.

The two parties agree that there are no
foreseeable negatives to the exchange and
that both will benefit from the sale. But not
everyone agrees that the move is necessarily
a “positive” one.
Alison Gregor, a senior biology major,
agrees that the move will provide students
on-campus academic space, but is concerned
about the university’s expansion.
“I think [JMU’s recent purchases are] turning JMU into more of a bubble,” Gregor said.
She doesn’t like how JMU is turning into a
“monopoly” and said that continuously buying and renovating buildings is destroying the
culture that Harrisonburg has to offer.
WVPT hosts a couple of local community
outreach events. These events include “VA
Tonight,” a weekly Thursday night program
that’s centered around the Harrisonburg area
and “The WVPT Kids’ Book Festival,” a free
literacy and education event that takes place
in Harrisonburg and Charlottesville twice a
year.
Mullins explained that new outreach programs are still being explored and that WVPT
is currently reaching out for feedback and
ideas from the community.
“[The transition] will allow WVPT to
bring greater focus on local programming
and community outreach efforts,” Mullins said. “These efforts will compliment
[programs] that we already have in place.”
Contact Erin Flynn at
flynnen@dukes.jmu.edu.

mrd | Posey made large impact
from page 3

J.R. Snow, assistant director
of the MRDs, said Posey’s legacy has left a lasting impact
on the band and compared
his ability to reach people to
the character of Norm from
“Cheers.”
Snow played on the drum
line in the MRDs while
Posey was assistant director.
Through all of his experience,
Snow had no problem relaying how much the MRDs
looked up to Posey and what
he meant to them.
“I think being an MRD
is about spirit. It’s about
energy. I think it’s about
musicality, these folks are
great musicians; we are creating an art out there,” Snow

said. “I think all of those
things are part of being an
MRD — and Bill does — he
exemplifies all those attributes to help define who we
are as an organization and as
individuals.”
Fo r e v e r y o n e i n t h e
band, new or old, Posey has
become a central figure in
the MRDs legacy. From his
straight forwardness to his
overwhelming compassion,
Posey brought emotion, dedication and an astounding
sense of pride to the MRDs.
“My fondest memor y
of [Posey] was the year he
retired, and he came back on
Alumni Day. He was standing
up here postgame and he was
conducting us through ‘Salvation is Created’ and he was
so emotional in the way he

was conducting,” said Aaron
Rafiner, a senior music education major. “At the end
everyone just broke down
in tears and he just blew
the band a kiss because we
had impacted his life just as
much as he impacted us.”
Combined with the Student Alumni Association, the
MRDs want to continue this
tradition of giving at JMU.
“That’s what we want to do
as SAA, is create this culture
of giving. JMU is very open
place, is a very philanthropic place,” Humphries said.
“Creating the culture of giving while on campus. It is our
hope to create a lasting giving effort once we leave JMU.”
Contact Chris Kent at
kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu.

join the breeze email us at breezenews@gmail.com.
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Success | Services all in one

Matt schmachtenberg / the breeze

The Student Success Center will provide students with a place to collaborate on group projects.
from front

it will not only be able to bring together students
but faculty and staff as well.
“It’s sometimes hard for students to do what
they need to do because they have to run all
over campus,” said Katie Steck, a junior communication sciences and disorders major who also
works at the Office of the Registrar. “The new
center will be an epicenter for students’ needs.”
Because these facilities will be moving into a
new building, more educational spaces will be
open for staff and students.
“Because of the amenities … I think it will be a
place where students can get reinforcement for
their ideas and what they want to accomplish,”
Mitchell said.
He explained that the space is not for organizations to meet — it is a place for tutors and
peer educators. There are about 10 experimental classrooms for staff to test out new learning

techniques that Mitchell described as “black
box theater style” rooms that can be adjusted
to fit different departments. There will also be
additional meeting rooms and lounge spaces
for students to collaborate and work on grouporiented projects.
There will also be a mini courtyard located
outside of the center for students to congregate and enjoy campus. The building and its
surroundings will also benefit prospective students who come to visit.
“When you leave admissions you enter the
orientation center and that is very intentional,”
Mitchell said. The reason for this specific layout
is so perspective students see the campus and
the center and see what JMU life is like.
The new success center will be completely finished and ready for full use in fall 2014.
Contact Alana Scharlop at
breezenews@gmail.com.

>> Saving the Halloween spirit

James Chung / The breeze

A child dressed as a super hero helps himself to some candy at trick-or-treat on sorority row.
The annual event, put on by Fraternity and Sorority Life, brings kids into the JMU community.

Opinion

I pity the fool
Who doesn’t submit darts and pats at breezejmu.org.

Editor Jessica Williams Email breezeopinion@gmail.com
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Kat MCDearis / Contributing Cartoonist

Corey Tierney | media mogul

CW isn’t breaking any boundaries with ‘Ze’

Male-to-female transgender characters are still largely absent from television

The CW (a channel that felt
the need to produce remakes
of both “90210” and “Melrose
Place”) recently announced its
plan for a new show that caught
my attention: a fictional show on
the life and troubles of a femaleto-male (FTM) transgender teen.
The working title is “Ze,” which
is a semi-accepted non-gender
specific pronoun used in place of
“he” or “she.” While the presence
of a show highlighting the widely
misunderstood “T” in LGBT is
worth celebrating, I can’t help but
ask: Why is there such a disparity
of male-to-female (MTF)
transgender characters in the
entertainment industry?
Off the top of my head, almost
every transgender character I
can name from television and
film has been FTM. If I had to
take a stab at why MTF has less
coverage, it would be the ever-socontroversial term “gender roles.”
Nowadays there are a handful
of stories about high school
girls becoming quarterbacks or
captains of the wrestling team.
It is often seen as admirable
when women assume positions
traditionally dominated by
men, and it’s great that they
are breaking down boundaries.
However, when switched around
there is a completely different
reaction.
When a woman throws a
football or tackles someone to the
ground, it is seen as a victorious
occasion. Yet if a man is a stayat-home dad or a member of the
sewing club, people say things
like, “I support his decision” or

“Good for him.”
You might be wondering what
is wrong with these statements,
especially since they are clearly
positive. The problem is that
women who break gender roles
are considered heroes who are
fighting the odds while men who
do the same are simply tolerated or
“supported.” A male cheerleading
captain is not going to get a
front-page newspaper spread or
a viral Facebook post about his
achievements.
Simply put, men who assume
female roles are considered weak.
Now imagine how hard this must
be for someone who was born
female inside of a male’s body.
These women are scrutinized
and viewed as wimps or sissies all
because of their uncontrollable
genetics.
Translate this to the world of
media and it seems as though
television stations and directors are
afraid to get a negative reaction by
placing “weak men” on American
screens.
One of the only MTF characters
I can name is from the 2005 movie
“Transamerica.” The film itself is
great, but a biological woman plays
the main part. Felicity Huffman
does a fine job (she received
a Golden Globe and an Oscar
nomination in fact), but in a way
she completely negates my point. It
shows that a biological man could
not fulfill a female role.
A lack of exposure for the
MTF community suggests
that it is unworthy of being
explained, creating a controversial
connotation. This also makes it

seem as if no one living as a MTF,
especially since young people
base societal norms on TV shows
and movies. If stations and film
studios show kids that they are
not alone, it will empower them
to be who they are both inside
and out.

The problem is that
women who break
gender roles are
considered heroes that
are fighting the odds
while men who do
the same are simply
tolerated or “supported.”
A male cheerleading
captain is not going
to get a front-page
newspaper spread or
a viral Facebook post
about his achievements.
If done correctly, a powerful
television series or movie could
show the world what it truly means
to be transgender. If FTM and MTF
were equally covered, it might open
up people’s minds, thereby creating
role models for those who truly
need them.
Corey Tierney is a junior media
arts and design major. Contact
Corey at tiernecm@dukes.jmu.
edu.

An “it’s-just-not-the-same” pat
to JMU for setting the bar so high.
From an alumna who is missing
the sense of community at her new
university.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the
truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “you-really-made-my-day”
pat to the ROTC guy who let me
use his umbrella as he walked
me to class so I wouldn’t get wet
from the rain.
From an appreciative and dry
student.
A “lifetime-of-pats” pat to
the folks who rocked the twoman camel costume in the
Burrus-Carrier neighborhood in
observance of the last hump day
of October.
From a student who knows
you brought a lot of smiles to the
Quad.
An “are-you-kidding-me?”
dart to SGA and JMU for the lack
of diversity in your choices for
Ms. and Mr. Madison.

Editorial
Policies
The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807

From a senior student of color
who is tired of not seeing
herself represented in her own
community.
A “no-magic-needed” pat
to the wonderful guy who
enthusiastically complimented
my Halloween costume (Tim the
Enchanter from “Monty Python”)
and asked me to enchant him.
From the woman who thought
you were already enchanting
enough.
A “sorry-your-lanternbroke” pat to the fantastic guy
at Nightmare at UREC dressed as
Link from Legend of Zelda.
From two fangirl super seniors
whose night you made with your
amazing costume.

A “nice-effort” pat to the
graduating senior with no classes
on Fridays and late classes on
Mondays.
From an alumna who will see
your easy schedule and raise you the
Tuesday-and-Thursday-only classes
she had her final semester.
A “we’ll-be-there-with-purpleon!” pat to Purple Out creator
Ashley Morris as we get ready for
your wedding weekend on JMU’s
campus.
From all of your fellow Duke
friends who love you so dearly and
cannot wait to return to campus 10
years later to celebrate you and our
beloved school together.
A “you-made-my-day” pat to the
professor I saw go out of her way to
kick through a pile of leaves.
From a gal who prefers the fall
traditions that aren’t pumpkin spice
related.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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Kerry Smith | contributing columnist

Holiday ends on a bad note

Halloween obesity warning causes hurt feelings

Trading candy this past
Halloween became, “I’ll trade you
my obesity letter for a Tootsie Roll”
when a resident of Fargo, N.D.
decided to give obese children who
came to her door to trick-or-treat,
a note for their parents instead of
candy.
The author of the note
anonymously sent it to a local radio
station saying in an interview, “I
just want to send a message to
the parents of kids that are really
overweight ... I think it’s just really
irresponsible of parents to send
them out looking for free candy just
‘cause all the other kids are doing
it.” Though the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report
childhood obesity has more than
doubled in the last 30 years, does
this warrant such a response?
The damage a letter like that can
have on undeveloped children’s
minds can affect them in negative
ways. This demonstration,
meant to aid in the fight against
childhood obesity, could end up
having a more detrimental effect.
In this woman’s attempt to make a
change, is she really going to stop
this epidemic? Many studies show
that childhood obesity is closely
related to home life. Sending
children home with a letter that
they are fat is not going to have
the same effect as speaking to
the parents. Also, there are some
children who medically cannot
control their weight, and for this
woman to assume a child is obese
because a parent is not stepping up
is a harsh and general judgment.
When it comes to the matter of
a child’s health or dietary habits, it

A “why-do-you-even-exist?”
dart to the Asian Studies program
for only having five classes
available next semester.
From a student who can’t fit
any of them into her schedule and
sometimes thinks she’s the only
person minoring in it.
A “true-convenience” pat to
the the 7-Eleven by my house
for selling orange juice, Sudafed,
Hall’s cough drops and herbal
tea.
From a student who has no
regrets about spending $12 there.
A “grow-up” dart to the couple
making out while waiting for
the elevator in the Warsaw
Parking Deck.
From a senior who didn’t want
to be a third wheel and climbed
the stairs.
A “put-it-on-silent” dart to the
girl having a texting conversation
while leaving her obnoxious text
tone turned up.
From everyone around you in
Rose Library trying to get work
done instead of chatting.

The damage a letter
like that can have on
undeveloped children’s
minds can affect them
in negative ways. This
demonstration, meant to
aid in the fight against
childhood obesity, could
end up having a more
detrimental effect.
would be far more effective to speak
to the parent or guardians in charge.
Rather than sending a young child
home with this letter, promote
dietary education or health classes;
plan physical activites for the
community.
I can see the point that other
adults, as well as parents,
should support and create an
environment where unhealthy
eating habits can change. Adults
need to play an active role, but
there’s no need to talk down to
other people’s children. If you
sincerely care for your community
you will search out the most
effective and sensitive way to
breach the subject. Using children
as walking social commentaries by
giving them notes so parents will
“step up” seems like it would have
the opposite effect.
Kerry Smith is a freshman
writing, rhetoric and technical
communication major. Contact
Kerry at smit11km@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “bop-to-the-top” pat to the
students I heard singing a “High
School Musical” medley in Forbes
Center for the Performing Arts.
From a not-so-secret fan who
knows everyone else still sings along
when it comes on TV.
An “I-know-it-isn’t-easy”
pat to the Harrisonburg Police
Department for protecting the
students of JMU.
From a news editor who enjoyed
talking to some of the officers over
the weekend.
A “20-items-or-less-doesn’tmean-50-items-or-less”
dart to the people who unloaded
a truckload of groceries in
the express line on Saturday,
pretending they only had 20 items.
From a woman who was buying
two things and just wanted to get
home.
A “good-grief” pat to the guy
in the Charlie Brown costume
walking his beagle down the
street.
From someone who appreciated
the accuracy.

“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason
and humanity over error and oppression.”
— james madison, 1800
life editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Natalie Johnson
Sports Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hayley Thompson
sports editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . wayne epps Jr.
Copy Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kortney frederick
Copy Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andrew Crane
Photo Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lauren Gordon

Photo Editor. . . . . . . . . . Matt Schmachtenberg
Design Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ali Williams
Graphics Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jillian Paul
Online Editor . . . . . . . . . . Heather Butterworth
video editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . bradford ambrose
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book review

Exposing
Detroit

Monday, November 4, 2013  

Student keeps a diary for five years to be given to her future husband

LeDuff’s book reveals
the harsh truth of
surviving in a dying city

MATT SCHMACHTENBERG / THE BREEZE

Kelli Hutchison has written 65 entries in a notebook over the span of five years. She intends to give it to her future husband as a wedding gift.
By LISA FOX
contributing writer

COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

Former Detroit City Council President
Monica Conyers and Mayor Ken Cockrel Jr.
are bashed by LeDuff in his book for their
questionable ethics.
By LUCY PLANT
The Breeze

Half memoir, half reportage, Charlie
LeDuff’s “Detroit: An American
Autopsy” beautifully paints the sad and
desperate place that the city of Detroit
has become.
LeDuff is a Pulitzer Prize and Meyer
Berger Award winner. He has written
three books including “Detroit,” “U.S.
Guys: The True and Twisted Mind of
the American Man” and “Work and
Other Sins: Life in New York City and
Thereabouts.” In “Detroit,” LeDuff shows
off his burning passion for hard-hitting
journalism and community service
writing about the place he calls home.
His account of Detroit exposes the
rampant corruption, violence and
destitution that overruns the city. The
book is full of vividly real characters
who each represent the city in their
own way. In the story, the city is led
by Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, whose
corruptive antics are displayed
plainly in LeDuff’s writing. He also
portrays Detective Carlisle as a hero,
the investigator on the case involving
Mayor Kilpatrick and a murdered
stripper named Strawberry. LeDuff
shows how hard it is for investigators
to work in a city with more than 11,000
unsolved homicides since 1960. Then
there’s Monica Conyers, a caricature
of bad politicians in bad makeup
who is arrested for conspiring to
commit bribery while serving as city
councilwoman.
Then there is LeDuff’s beautifully
sad portrayal of 13-year-old Keiara
Bell, who tellingly said of Detroit, “I’m
ashamed to live here. And I don’t know
if I’m ever going to get out.”
In the book, Bell boldly confronts
Conyers in court over her actions —
calling then-Council President Ken
Cockrel “Shrek.” She said Conyers
should be ashamed of herself for being
a bad example to the city’s children.
LeDuff’s own sister was killed by
Detroit: the young-girl-turned-hooker
gave LeDuff a real connection to the
harshness of the city. Her daughter,
LeDuff’s niece, died during the course
of the book from a heroin overdose.
The memoir side of the book also tells
of LeDuff’s living siblings, who are also
struggling in the city. His brother Billy,
who made decent money before the
economic breakdown, was working in
a screw factory with his wife making
$8.50 an hour, desperately wanting
to leave but stuck in Detroit with his
other high school dropout brothers.
Another brother was lost to the 1980s
crack-cocaine epidemic. His mother, a
devout Catholic who formerly owned
a flower shop on the east side, did her
best to hold the family together.
LeDuff told of the firefighters in
Detroit, constantly running to put
out flames usually set in abandoned
buildings by “scrappers” looking to
take and sell the exposed metal from
the burned houses. One firefighter was
killed by the collapse of one of these
houses. It was a startling portrayal of
men fighting a losing battle in a city
that seems to never stop burning.
A stunning and sobering read, the
once thriving city is now becoming
an “archeological ruin” and LeDuff
wonders if Detroit is the beginning, or
even the epicenter of the downfall of
the rest of America.
Lucy Plant is a junior media arts
and design major. Contact her at
plantlc@dukes.jmu.edu.

“This story is not about me,” said Kelli
Hutchison, a junior music education major.
And she’s right. It isn’t.
For five years now Hutchison has been
writing a diary to a man she doesn’t know:
her future husband. Behind the cover of an
old composition book that sits on her bedside table is a collection of poetry, prayers,
songs and thoughts.
“He’s out there … roaming around somewhere,” Hutchison said. “Even if the guy I’m
dating now isn’t the one.”
She wears a purity ring on her wedding
finger. The band is silver with hearts that
interlace, and symbolizes a saved heart
and body.
Hutchison grew up in Woodbridge, Va.,
where church and music inspired passion
and wonder in her.
As a devout Christian, Hutchison hopes
that she can find a man who shares her
strong religious beliefs.
“I’ve become at peace with the idea of
being alone … because maybe I won’t find
him,” she said. “In that case, I still have a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and
he will love me more than any man could.”
The diary is a centimeter thick and is
65 entries full. Time has smoothed over
the pink and green wrapping that is used
as a cover decoration. Ovals embellished
with curls and loops garnish the paper and
although the colors have dulled with age,
the columns of design are a strong expression of the romanticism within.
“There’s no regimen … to it, it’s kind of
whatever I want to write in it,” she said.
She often writes about the future, conflicts of the heart and her excitement to one
day feel secure and happy in a relationship.
“It’s a place of comfort and hope when
times are hard, or when I feel alone,” Hutchison said. “Even though I might not have that

physical person there with me, I have that
physical manifestation of who they are and
who they’re going to be that I can put my
trust in.”
On March 13, 2011, she wrote “I’m ready
to tell you everything ... the tears, the celebrating, the fears, the dreams, regrets ... I’ll
never hide anything from you. You deserve
all of me.”
The idea for the diary came from Jenna
Chapman, a group leader at Hutchison’s
church when Hutchison was in seventh
grade.
“She’s like my big sister,” Hutchison said.
Chapman is eight years Hutchison’s
senior and she was 21 and recently married
when they first met.

“It’s a place of comfort
and hope when times are
hard, or when I feel alone.”
Kelli Hutchison

junior music education major

“I was always in love with ‘happily ever
after,’” Chapman said. “I have a huge, huge
heart for something bigger than myself and
I never wanted to settle.”
Chapman started her diary in her junior
year of high school and gave it to her husband the night before their wedding in 2006.
“He held it in his arms like it was my
heart,” Chapman said. “As if he made a
wrong move he could break it.”
Chapman met her husband Josh at a
swim meet when she was a freshman in
high school. She went to Lake Braddock
Secondary School while Josh went to her
rival high school Robinson Secondary
School in Fairfax, Va.

Ashleigh Gyatt, an English major at
Liberty University, started her diary with
Hutchison when they were 15.
“I love the power of the written word ...
there is just something about writing something down and reading it back to myself,”
Gyatt said.
Hutchison believes that the journal “really allows you to respect yourself and your
body for that person you’re going to be with
for the rest of your life.”
She believes the relationship with her
future husband will be more meaningful if she hasn’t given all of her emotions
and physical self to someone she was with
before him.
“There’s more to love than what we settle
for and what we tell ourselves we’re worth,”
Hutchison said.
Riley Hanlon, a senior media arts and
design major who heard about Hutchison’s
diary, thinks that it is a “really cool” idea.
“Both of you could read it and look back
on the things you went through to get to
where you are,” he said. “Usually you don’t
share your inner thoughts with people.”
Hutchison met her current boyfriend,
Braden Pierson, at her home away from
home: JMU. The couple were friends for
two years before they started dating in May.
Pierson had heard about Hutchison’s
interview for a story.
“She wouldn’t tell me what it was for,” he
said, “I was frustrated she wouldn’t tell me
… I thought it was something bad.”
To save him from nerves and an unwanted argument, Hutchison finally revealed the
reason and a momentary silence came over
the two of them.
“I’m sorry I asked,” he said to her.
“Because what if I’m him?”
Hutchison sighs, “That’s exactly why I
didn’t want him to know.”
CONTACT Lisa Fox at
foxld@dukes.jmu.edu.

movie review

‘Ender’s Game’ ends up all right

Gavin Hood’s latest film brings the science fiction classic up to date with stunning visuals
By SCOTT JOHNSON
The Breeze

Is “Ender’s Game” worth
playing? People familiar with
the source material will love the
adaptation, but newcomers will
feel that something is missing from
the film’s streamlined story.

“Ender’s Game”

PG-13 114 min.
Starring Harrison Ford, Asa
Butterfield, Hailee Steinfeld

Based on Orson Scott Card’s
award-winning novel from 1985,
“Ender’s Game” is about the
struggles of Ender, a child prodigy
who is forcibly enrolled in the
International Fleet because of
his ferocity and tactical prowess.
He is viewed as the greatest hope
for the human race against an
overwhelming alien army, but he
risks losing his humanity from
the harshness of boot camp and
the underhanded motives of his
superiors.
Asa Butterfield’s (“Hugo”)
portrayal of the titular character
is simply astonishing. He’s able to
capture the cold, logical attitude
of a child soldier, as well as the
powerful bursts of empathy when
he talks his way out of situations.
Also, for the first time in years,
Harrison Ford brings out a strong

performance as Col. Graff, using
his stern, gruff disposition to the
movie’s advantage. Other notable
performances include Hailee
Steinfeld (“True Grit”) as Petra,
one of Ender’s fellow soldiers and
Viola Davis as Maj. Anderson, the
sympathetic, second-in-command
to Harrison Ford.
The visual effects also work
really well in “Ender’s Game.” The
book was always considered to be
unfilmable because of the level of
depth and advanced, technological
style of the military stations. But
this movie does a great job of
showcasing the technological
advancements of the story’s world;
there are several scenes of ships
flying and characters floating in
zero gravity that look seamless.
There are enough bright lights
to make the film flashy, but also
enough darkness to reflect the tone
of the film. Unlike many other scifi films, the spaceships in “Ender’s
Game” do not look like the insides
of Apple stores.
The film was directed by Gavin
Hood, who was previously known
for the heavily criticized “X-Men
Origins: Wolverine.” “Ender’s
Game” proves that Hood is not
responsible for most of that
movie’s missteps. However, Hood
also wrote the adaptive screenplay
for “Ender’s Game,” which is where
most of the film’s problems lie.
I wish the film had an extra
15 minutes to explain some of

COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS

Harrison Ford delivers a strong performance as Col. Graff in “Ender’s Game.”

the story world’s technology or
explore some of the subplots.
Ender is really motivated by
his sister’s compassion and the
sociopathic nature of his brother,
but they only get 10 minutes
of screen time to establish
themselves.
The dialogue also struck me as
weak. There are several moments
where Ender narrates exposition
that ends up being repeated by
other characters. Most of the
conversation merely pushes the
scenes along or reinforces military
stereotypes, especially with some
of Ender’s superiors.
I think Hood wants “Ender’s
Game” to be the beginning of
the next epic sci-fi series, but
he didn’t draw enough from the
source material to make it stand

out among other movies. It has
a very striking third act, but it
made me question the science
and overall momentum of the
plot because of Hood’s execution.
To put it lightly, the film is like a
game with loose rules that wants
you to buy the expansion pack.
In the end, I think I appreciate
this film more than I really enjoy
it. It is surprising that nearly
30 years later, Card’s themes of
bullying, humanity and drone
warfare still ring so true today.
If the style of this classic novel
appeals to you, “Ender’s Game” is
worth your quarters.
Scott Johnson is a senior
writing, rhetoric and technical
communications major. Contact
him at johnsosp@dukes.jmu.edu.

Sports

WOmen’s Basketball wins Exhibition
Dukes defeat Lenoir-Rhyne 79-45.
Look for our men’s and women’s basketball special section in Thursday’s issue.

Editors Wayne Epps Jr. & Hayley Thompson Email breezesports@gmail.com
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football | ‘Have to go out here and win these next three...’

Lauren Gordon / THE BREEZE

LEFT Birdsong was 20-29 passing for 207 yards and one touchdown, helping the offense to rebound from being limited to seven points in last week’s loss at the College of William & Mary.
TOP RIGHT Duke Dog gets ready to lead the team out of the tunnel prior to Saturday’s game. BOTTOM RIGHT Scott tied the JMU career rushing touchdown record Saturday, scoring his 32nd.
from front

Championship Subdivision.
John entered the contest averaging 132.9
yards per game, but was limited to just 44
net yards Saturday. He was 20-37 passing
for 219 yards and two touchdowns, but
was sacked seven times for a total loss of
32 yards
JMU limited John by assigning at least
one player as a spy — a player dedicated
to keeping his sights on him. The Dukes’
defensive line was also able to keep John’s
running lanes closed, making it tough for
the quarterback to take off for many significant gains. His longest run was a 31-yarder
in the fourth quarter and he averaged 2.6
yards per carry, a season low.
Finally, JMU limited its man-to-man
coverage on receivers to make sure that,
in the event Robertson did get loose, help
wouldn’t be lured downfield.
“When he broke past one or two gold
shirts, I wanted another one or two looking at him,” Matthews said. “Because he’s
that good.”
While the defensive line worked to contain, redshirt senior linebacker Stephon
Robertson did his part to keep tabs on John
Robertson as well.
“I didn’t want to see him run at all,”

Stephon said. “As soon as I knew he would
take off, I would take off and kind of make
him stand there so we could get some
sacks.”
John acknowledged the pressure he was
getting, from Stephon especially.
“They did a good job spying me,” he said.
“[Stephon] was spying me the whole game
and he was always around me.”
Stephon, the defending CAA Co-Defensive Player of the Week, posted 16 tackles
including two sacks, tying his single-game
high for tackles set at Delaware earlier
this season. Stephon also eclipsed the 400
career tackles mark Saturday, pushing his
total to 415 — seventh on JMU’s all-time list
behind safety Tony LeZotte’s (2004-07) 416.
“He’s the best player in the country,
everyone in our league says that,” Matthews
said. “His play is superior in all phases.”
The secondary got in on the act Saturday
too. In his third collegiate game at cornerback, junior DeAndre’ Smith, a converted
wide receiver, took his first career interception back 86 yards for a touchdown in the
fourth quarter. Smith anticipated a short
throw on the play and jumped the receiver’s route.
“He ended up throwing it right to me,”
Smith said.
It was the third-longest interception

return in JMU history. JMU has had three
100-yard returns to top that category, the
most recent being a return for a touchdown
by LeZotte against Towson University in
2005.
At the other cornerback spot, redshirt
freshman Kwe’shon Williams broke up a
likely touchdown pass in the second quarter when JMU had just a three-point lead,
17-14. Williams nearly had his own interception for a touchdown, dropping a ball
in the third quarter with plenty of running
room ahead of him.
Villanova never led Saturday, only tying
the game twice: 7-7 in the first quarter and
14-14 in the second. JMU took the lead for
good on redshirt senior kicker Cameron
Starke’s 30-yard field goal with six minutes
to play before halftime to go up 17-14.
JMU kicked the field goal on 4th-and-1
instead of trying for the first down, as the
Dukes are accustomed to.
“That’s the respect we have for their
[defensive] front … I always want to go for
it, there’s never a time that I don’t want to
go for it,” Matthews said. “And I think most
coaches are that way. I just felt like, in a
tight defensive game, if you have the opportunity to get points, you better get points.”
The defense has been solid all season,
ranking third in the CAA and 12th in all of

Basketball

Contact Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Men’s soccer (6-9-1)

Starting the show

Eagles soar to win

Men’s basketball plays home exhibition

Dukes fall in Senior Day matchup

By sTEPHEN Proffitt
The Breeze

JMU fans were treated to a February-style, conference play atmosphere during the tail end of Sunday’s
73-69 overtime victory over Philadelphia University. The
good and bad news for the Dukes: It was just an exhibition game.
The Dukes showed their offseason rust, shooting 6-25
(24 percent) from the floor in the first half.
“Our guys really didn’t know — other teams have
good players,” Brady said. “We were playing, but not
competing.”
The Dukes trailed 30-23 at the break.
After Philadephia went on an 8-0 run to begin the second half, the Dukes snapped into midseason form, going
on a 15-4 run of their own.
“We knew we had to come out in the second half and
play harder than we did in the first half,” sophomore
guard Charles Cooke said.
Cooke finished with 10 points, all of which came from
the free throw line. He logged an unusual 43 minutes for
a starter in an exhibition game.
Redshirt senior Andrey Semenov drained the
game-winning shot from downtown with 6.5 seconds
remaining in overtime. Semenov shot the ball blindly as
he was completely covered by a Philadelphia defender.
“I didn’t see anything,” Semenov said. “I just had an
opening and I knew I would make it … I was just feeling it.”
Indeed he was. Semenov went 9-18 from the floor, and
7-12 from downtown for a game high 28 points. Semenov
scored 11 of JMU’s 15 overtime points.
When asked if Brady was happy about Semenov’s sixth
year of eligibility, he just laughed and said, “I was.”
Brady also seemed pleased to implement his arsenal
of freshmen. Ivan Lukic, Jackson Kent, Yohanny Dalembert, Tom Rivard and Tom Vodanovich all got their first
minutes in JMU uniforms.
Vodanovich stood out, leading the freshmen with nine
points on 4-5 shooting including six rebounds and some
crucial boards down the stretch.
“The nerves were there at the start, but it’s just another
game,” Vodanovich said.
Sunday’s game felt like anything but an exhibition.
With the pep band roaring and JMU nation out in force,
the Convocation Center didn’t take long to get loud once
again for the 2013-2014 season. With assistant coach Mike
Deane barking orders and Brady pacing the sideline, it
was clear that basketball season is now fully upon us.
The Dukes have four more days to prepare before they
make the short trip to Charlottesville to take on the University of Virginia Friday night.
“It’s a learning experience for us,” Semenov said.
“We’re glad it’s not a blowout loss, otherwise we wouldn’t
learn anything from it.”

FCS entering Saturday’s game. But when
the offense can match, as it did Saturday, that’s when JMU finds itself in good
position.
“I don’t think it was just the win, I think
it was offense and defense were clicking at
the same time,” Smith said. “That’s a real
positive thing to look forward to going
into the next three games.”
JMU takes to the road this Saturday to
face the University of New Hampshire
(4-4, 3-2 CAA). The Wildcats lost 17-0 at
William & Mary this week, but JMU is 0-3
away from Bridgeforth this season. The
Dukes have four teams ahead of them in
the CAA standings, including the University of Maine, which is 5-0 in conference
play.
There’s little, if any, wiggle room if JMU
hopes to have a chance to make the playoffs with an at-large bid.
“In our mindset, there is no ‘you can
lose one of these last three and still get
in,’” Stephon said. “We have to go out
here and win these next three and it’s no
secret, I know science down-twitched
us, absolute win these next three and
let everything else take care of itself.”

By andy lohman
The Breeze

A disappointing Senior Day for
men’s soccer was highlighted by
JMU redshirt senior midfielder Adam
Bastidas’ penalty kick being saved by
senior goalie Neal Bates. Junior forward Boyd Reid drew the foul after
being taken down along the end line,
but Bates’ diving save secured the 2-1
win for the Georgia Southern University Eagles.
The Dukes opened the scoring
with under nine minutes left in the
first half. Redshirt junior midfielder
Renaldo Garcia, who has seen little playing time this year, played the
ball in the box to junior forward Josh
Grant, who then cut past a defender
and ripped a goal off of the post. It
was Grant’s team-leading seventh
goal of the season.
Head coach Tom Martin said that
Garcia’s assist was “one of, if not the
best, moment of the season.”
“Ronny [Garcia] is a model player
in attitude and commitment. I feel
great for him,” Martin said.
The Eagles quickly responded
three minutes later. Sophomore
defender Reed Norton assisted his
brother, senior midfielder Hunter
Norton, on the first GSU goal from
a free kick.
The second goal came 10 minutes
into the second half, this time from
the foot of freshman forward Jeremy Rector. The goal started when
redshirt senior goalie Colin Newcity
made a kick save from a Norton free
kick, but the JMU defense couldn’t
clear the ball, allowing Rector to finish his shot past a screened Newcity.
Mark Owen / THE BREEZE

Sophomore guard Charles Cooke scored 10 points Sunday.

In other JMU basketball news, former player A.J. Davis
was drafted in the third round of the NBA D-League’s
draft Friday night. Davis was drafted 39th overall by
the Sioux Falls Skyforce, an affiliate of the Miami Heat.
Contact Stephen Proffitt at
proffittjs@gmail.com.

“Newcity didn’t originally come here to play soccer,” Martin
said of the senior. “He came to kick
for football, but helped us out a few
years ago when we had injuries with
goalies. Every one of these guys has
a story behind them.”
The Dukes held much of the possession during the game, attacking
down the flanks of the field, and
registering 16 shots compared to
Georgia Southern’s 11. However,
JMU was plagued by the same problems it has had all season. They were
unable to put dangerous shots on
goal or to get onto the end of crosses
in the box.
Despite the loss, it was a special day for seven Dukes who were
honored before the game. Newcity,
Bastidas, Garcia, senior defender
Karel Manrau, senior goalie John
Ricketti, senior defender Mike
Whitaker and redshirt senior forward
Markus Bjorkheim were all escorted
by friends and family in a pregame
ceremony and all saw playing time
in the game.
“I’m sad to leave this family, but
that’s life. Life goes on,” Manrau
said. “It’s a good time to look back
on your career. The win against [No.
1 ranked] North Carolina last year is
something you’ll remember 10 years
from now.”
The Dukes’ 2-1 loss to
College of Charleston on Wednesday eliminated them from
postseason play. They finish their
season on the road at the College of
William & Mary Wednesday at 7 p.m.
Contact Andy Lohman at
lohmanar@dukes.jmu.edu.

Follow
@thebreezesports
On twitter.
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Classifieds
Lot off Port Road, Kim,
Old Dominion Realty 540810-1122

North38 3br apt for
sale. 1st month free. call
2769702487
College Station townhouse. 4BR/2BA. Short
term lease and pets accepted. $1000. Available now or
next year. 540.810.0474 or
crownrestorations@gmail.
com
Devon Lane 2-3-4 Bedroom Townhomes available
2014-2015. 540-435-7339.
3 bedroom/2.5 bath
townhouse
available
7/2014.
North
campus,
$925/month,
540-9088923.

Lot in Sunset Heights.
Gail, Old Dominion Realty
540-810-2983
5 Bedroom Home in
Dayton. Gail, Old Dominion
Realty 540-810-2983.
Building
lot
in
Harrisonburg. Gail, Old
Dominion Realty 540-8102983
Home on 5.143 acres.
Gail, Old Dominion Realty
540-810-2983

paper

Beautiful brick country home near city. $1200/
mo. Pets ok. crownrestorations@gmail.com

New Yoga Class forming.
Gentle/Beginner. SAMPLE
Oct 24, pay-what-you-will.
www.agoodstretch.com

4 bedrooms 1 and 1/2
baths near campus and Memorial.Washer/dryer. $400
per month per student.Call:
540-830-3170

Tax preparation (all
students) for $69/$99. DHS
Financial
Services.
(540)438-0288.

Graduating Dec-2014?
We have 2-BR with sixmonth leases. www.castleproperty.com 540-5642659
One Bedroom Apartments Available 2014-15
School Year 540-564-2659
www.castleproperty.com
3-BR Apartment. Near
Memorial
Hall/Downtown.
www.castleproperty.com
540-564-2659

reduce
reuse
recycle

Affordable
Health
Insurance. Call DHS Financial Services at(540)
438-0288 NOW
MOM/help:
Shopping,
wrapping, meals, errands for
you; expert mom 383-3162
riding TIME exchange for
care two private horses
NewMarket 540-478-4785.

1-BR, Stainless-Steel Appliances, Hard Floors Available
14-15 www.castleproperty.
com 540-564-2659

Zumba(r) in the Club.
Wed Nov 6 @Backcountry
Lounge 7-8:30pm. HOTTEST dance-fitness party in
town! Burn calories and
stress club style, 18+ $5 students /ID. www.ZumbaWithCass.com

Building
lot
in
Bridgewater. Gail, Old
Dominion Realty, 540-8102983

THE HEALING TOUCH $20
OFF Eyelash
Extensions WWW.HarrisonburgMassage.com
540.434.8892

Colonial
Home
in
Dayton. Gail, Old Dominion
Realty 540-810-2983.
5 Bedroom Home in
Harrisonburg.
Gail,
Old
Dominion Realty 540-8102983

Have a
Second use
for your

2012 Yamaha Zuma
scooter. 7500 miles.
$1600. (540)234-8925

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

JAMES MCHONE JEWLERY
“Where JMU buys their diamonds”

14K White Gold 0.73cts Solitaire Diamond Ring
GIA CERTIFIED Radiant Cut 0.73cts VS1 E

This Week $2,700
!
*All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff
GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com
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Throwback
JMU alumni reminisce on their college
experience, illustrating changed social life
By NATALIE JOHNSON
The Breeze

2

3

4
PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BLUESTONE

1. A student parasails in Newman Lake in 1980. 2. Village RAs play a joke on residents in 1983. 3. Students throw a party in their
Garber dorm room in 1981. 4. Students hang out on greek row in 1980. 5. Instead of going into the stadium, students watch a
football game on the hill in front of the railroad tracks in 1982. The hill served as a popular tailgating spot in the ‘70s and ‘80s.

Flashback nearly 30 years ago to what some college students
might consider a utopian JMU scene: Village dorms littered with
kegs, fraternities lining Newman Lake hosting weekly basement parties and the hill behind our now multimillion dollar football stadium
covered in students drinking a cold one, watching the game.
JMU has undergone many changes since its original founding as
an all-girls college in 1908 — perhaps the most pervasive being its
changes to on-campus life.
Maureen Sullivan, a 1981 JMU alumna, was the president of Zeta
Tau Alpha and served on the sorority’s executive board for two years.
She lived in Zeta’s house on Greek Row for two and a half years and
recalls throwing parties in the sorority’s now “dry” housing.
“We used to clear all the furniture out of our basement and bring
kegs in,” Sullivan said. “That was totally normal because the drinking
age was 18. People used to throw parties in the dorms all the time.”
Today, JMU’s residence halls do allow alcohol if the resident is of
age, but this circumstance is rare.
“I think there is a large pull for students to move off campus now
that the drinking age is 21,” Lori Uglietta, a 1983 alumna, said.
Only 40 percent of students are able to live on campus after
freshman year, a huge shift from the early ‘80s when living on campus for three to four years is described as the “norm” by Sullivan.
see THEN, page 5
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COURTESY OF THE BLUESTONE

Students throw a party in Shorts Hall in 1981. Alcohol was common in dorms at the time.

THEN | ‘It was not unusual to
grab a beer with your professor.’
from page 3

Sullivan also pointed to the higher drinking age as an incentive for students to move
out of dorms.
“It’s sad that a majority of students want
to live off campus,” Sullivan said. “There’s
no other time in your life that you can live
in one central location with people who are
all around the same age as you.”
Though JMU’s shifted alcohol culture
may play a role in students’ decision to
leave campus, the school’s undergraduate
enrollment has drastically increased since
the ’80s, limiting the amount of guaranteed
housing. The Office of Residence Life is only
able to guarantee housing to freshman and
23 of the 33 residence halls are exclusively freshman dorms. This plays a large part
in today’s considerably low 37 percent of
undergraduate students who live on campus, according to ORL.
Though alcohol was allowed in dorms
because of the lower drinking age, members of the opposite sex were not after a
certain time.
“Dorms were not coed, so even though
we could drink you weren’t allowed to have
girls or guys in your dorms after 10 p.m.,”
Tom Uglietta, a 1983 alumnus, said.
Beyond dorm life, the atmosphere surrounding football games is also drastically
different. Sullivan recalls sitting on the hill
by the railroad tracks to watch the Dukes
play, calling today’s football experience
“much more formal.”
“We used to bury kegs in the hill and
drink and watch the game,” Sullivan said.

“No one really went into the stadium.”
Tom also recalls “the hill” as a key feature
to football games.
“Students used to hang out on the hill as
opposed to going into the stadium,” Tom
said. “It was a big party but everybody went
to games, we liked watching football.”
The lower drinking age also played a role
in student-professor relationships “It was
not unusual to grab a beer with your professor,” Lori said. “I was an economics major
and we used to meet up with our professors
over a drink and talk about the economics
of the time.”
Tom remembers a previous JMU president, Ronald Carrier, occasionally strolling
through parties while he was here.
“It was not uncommon to see him [Carrier] at a party at any given time,” Tom said.
“It wasn’t like he was hauling out drunk,
but he used to come through parties that
were popular.”
Tom attributes much of the difference
today to the higher drinking age.
“It was different, but everything was
different,” Tom said. “It wasn’t abnormal
because we could all drink at 18 back then.”
Though the social scene at JMU may
be predominant in off campus activities,
Lori still sees many similarities to her
experience.
“The heart of it is the same school,”
Lori said. “I think students still come to
JMU for the same reasons I did. Everyone
is so friendly ... it’s still got that warmth.”
CONTACT Natalie Johnson
at breezearts@gmail.com.
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The Hallow-Homecoming-pocalypse

Jessica Williams | in plain English
This year, JMU’s unofficial Halloween and Homecoming fall on
the same weekend, creating one
monstrous
“Power Weekend” that is
sure to end in
more than a
few arrests. In
fact, it will no
doubt result
in the complete and
total destruction of Harrisonburg, going down in history as the
“Hallow-Homecoming-pocalypse.”
Alumni will revert back to their
college ways and current students
will completely lose their minds as
a result of combining the end of
midterms, a home football game
and one of the biggest holidays of
the school year into one weekend.
They’ll join forces, taking on the
city in mass numbers. Parties will
be bigger and louder. In an effort

to impress each other, both alumni
and students will push themselves
past their limits. The words “Irish
car bomb” will be used.
Candy and alcohol are a dangerous enough mix, but the addition
of a sports game is what will finally throw everything over the edge.
Screams of “Go Dukes!” will be
heard as students loot downtown
stores (most likely for cases of
Woodchuck since it’s fall now and
we are seasonal in our alcoholism). Like zombies, students will
break through the walls of innocent
Harrisonburg homes, expecting
chocolate and other treats. “We
won!” They’ll say, advancing on
the family huddled in the corner
of the room.
The amount of parties and breakins going on simultaneously might
be enough to turn all of Harrisonburg into a gigantic mushroom
cloud — eventually settling into the
dusty remains of what was once a

“

Jillian Paul / The Breeze

The amount of parties and breakins going on simultaneously might
be enough to turn all of Harrisonburg into a gigantic mushroom
cloud — eventually settling into the
dusty remains of what was once a
city. The headlines will read ‘Small
college town partied into oblivion.’

city. The headlines will read “Small
college town partied into oblivion.”
Obama will be tested. Does the
federal government have a responsibility to help rebuild cities that
have been destroyed by a college
power weekend? Where will the
money come from? The political parties will argue and refuse
to reach an agreement. The government will shut down again,
all in the name of James Madison
University.

”

Celebrities will host relief benefits. Sheryl Crow will sing an
acoustic version of “Hallelujah”
by Jeff Buckley as photos of Jack
Brown’s, now reduced to rubble,
flash across the large screen.
“Every dollar helps,” she’ll say
after finishing the song, and then
Billy Crystal will invite one of the
survivors onto the set to recount
what it was like to be in the middle
of the destruction.
“Half of them were dressed like

Miley Cyrus at the VMAs,” he’ll say,
his voice trembling, “And the other
half were painted purple and gold
and screaming ‘Go Dukes!’ over
and over and over and over. It was
terrifying.” Crystal will comfort him
as he starts to cry and the donations
will pour in.
Harrisonburg will be rebuilt
slowly over the next few years and
when they finally get around to
rebuilding JMU there will be one
jaded professor who stuck around:
Roger Soenksen.
“Beware of the power weekend,”
he’ll tell the new president, taking a
stiff swig of rum. “I’ve seen things
— terrible things.” And the new
JMU will live in the shadow of this
one destructive weekend, forever
haunted by its legacy.
Or maybe it will just be a fun,
safe weekend. It’s a toss-up.
Contact Jessica at
breezeopinion@gmail.com.
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Triple Dukes
People who continue to make their mark on Madison after the diplomas are given out
By Eric Graves
The Breeze

Matt schmachtenberg/ the breeze

Kristin Gibson, a 2006 alumna, now works as the assistant director of marketing
and technology at UREC. She currently lives in Harrisonburg with her husband.

trixie haddon/ the breeze

Raymond Brown, a professional development specialist, graduated in 2010 with a
degree in pre-occupational therapy. He also played football during his time at JMU.

For some people JMU is their life, more than just an education and more than just their job.
Triple Dukes are people who attend JMU for their undergraduate and graduate college careers and then
work at the university after graduating.
Raymond Brown is a professional development specialist on campus. He graduated in 2010 with an
undergraduate degree in health science pre-occupational therapy and a master’s degree in adult education
and human resource development in 2012.
“I think JMU chose me,” Brown said. “JMU created the space for me to grow holistically; I’ve grown
from an educational standpoint, socially and learning how to interact with community members and
professionals.”
Brown was originally recruited by JMU to play football in 2005. He spent the majority of his undergraduate
career on the team as a wide-receiver. Brown also spent time involved in other areas and special events on
campus.
“Football was the hardest job I’ve ever done,” he said. “I also worked heavily with the Martin Luther King
Jr. celebration, including working on the march, keynote speakers and celebratory program on his birthday.”
Kristin Gibson is another Triple Duke who starting working as the assistant director of marketing and
technology at the University Recreation Center in 2008. She graduated as a media arts and design and
communication studies double major in 2006. She went on to finish her graduate degree in college student
personnel administration in 2010.
Gibson started her master’s program at another school in D.C., but she was called back to “the
Mothership.”
Both Gibson and Brown met their spouses at JMU. Brown met his wife in 2008 and married in 2012, and
Gibson married her husband in 2008.
“I always joked with my husband that we would come back to JMU,” Gibson said. “I learned how to make
meaning out of my experiences and translate that into what I would do in the future. I’ve been to other
schools and they’re nothing like the people here. There’s something magical here.”
Both Gibson and Brown have had their first children here in Harrisonburg, and believe that Harrisonburg
is a great place to raise a family.
“I’m originally from D.C.,” Brown said. “I think people know how busy that place was, even as coming into
my older years, I had to ask myself what my ideal look in life was. That was family. I have friends here in the
campus who are very supportive and they create the space for me and my family to grow.”
Gibson said that the summer she worked as an Orientation Peer Adviser was a turning point in her college
career and made her want to return at JMU.
“You were around people who wanted to learn about each other and make a positive impact,” Gibson
said.
Brown said that even as a full-time employee he still finds time to enjoy some of JMU’s recreational
activities.
Brown has played intramural sports every year since he got here. He used to play on the basketball team
and still gets together with a group of students every Tuesday night to play.
Keala Mason, coordinator of sport clubs and youth programs at UREC, started working there during her
freshman year in 2006. She graduated in 2010 with degrees in art and art history, and received her master’s
in kinesiology in 2012.
In 2009, Mason’s fifth year at JMU, she was recognized as JMU Student Employee of the Year.
“Only one student receives that per year,” Mason said. “It was really affirming, being able to work with
students and see some of them join me on my staff as a professional. I can see them grow and then realize I
was at least a little part of that.”
Mason said that she randomly chose JMU out of other potential Virginia schools, and thinks of that choice
as the best decision of her life.
“The people here have become where my roots are,” Mason said. “The people that I’ve been able to
work with have become my family.”
Contact Eric Graves at gravesem@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Megan McConnell
Major: hospitality management
Nominated by: Sigma Alpha Omega

Alicia Pettis
Major: sociology
Nominated by: Student
Government Association

Elizabeth Ramirez
Majors: sociology and
media arts and design
Nominated by: Saferides

Renna Wirchin
Major: social work
Nominated by: Student Ambassadors

“My passions include Christ, family,
friends and of course Madison! The
past four years at James Madison
have been some of the most amazing
years I could have ever asked for.”

Alicia was nominated by SGA. She
is currently in her 4th year in SGA
serving as senior class president. Her
favorite JMU holiday is Purple Out!

“I think that we have this JMU spirit
— we think that it’s given to us and
its tangible and it’s just going to
stay. But I think we really recreate it
everyday in all of our actions and all
of our interactions with each other.”

“JMU means the world to me. Through
my involvements, relationships and
academics, I have been able to grow as
a person, serve the community, find my
passion and discover the best version of
myself. Gold spirit will remain forever!”

Jordan Schwartzbach
Majors: hospitality management
and mathmatics
Nominated by: Phi Sigma Pi

Jacob Mosser
Majors: political science and
philosophy and religion
Nominated by: Baptist
Collegiate Ministry

Mustafa Qarghah
Major: biology
Nominated by: Student Ambassadors

Griffith Ridgway
Majors: biology and philosophy
Nominated by: Student
Government Association

“Being able to look back at where I’ve
come from and where I am now. I’m
more open and I’m a happier person
— because of all the experiences
JMU has been able to give me.”

“I serve as President of Baptist Collegiate
Ministry as well as Student Representative
to the Board of Visitors. I love God and love
people while living in this wonderful place
known as JMU that I am grateful to be at.”

“Madison as most people might say
has become my home. Over the course
of four years it has challenged me and
changed me in ways I could not even
fathom as an uninvolved first year.”

“JMU is a space of welcome and
continuous self-exploration and
inspiration. When you are surrounded
by people who believe with every
fiber of themselves that you will
become a greater person…you do.”
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Grilled quesadillas

Cheddar, Monterey Jack or Pepper Jack cheese, shredded
1 package of burrito-sized flour tortillas
1 bell pepper, diced
1 red onion, diced
1 tomato, diced
1 can of black beans, drained
Top one half of each tortilla with cheese, vegetables and beans as desired,
leaving about half an inch of space around the edge. Fold tortilla over —
creating a half moon shape — and wrap in foil. Place on grill on high heat
and cook for three to four minutes, turning once, or until cheese melts. Let
cool inside foil for five minutes. Cut into fourths and serve with sour cream
or salsa for dipping.
Tailgating tip: Cut down on prep time at the tailgate by stuffing the tortillas
and wrapping them in foil beforehand.

BY HAYLEY THOMPSON | The Breeze

Keep the cold at bay
on Saturday by heating
up your tailgate menu
with some of these
spicy Southwestern
classics. The three
dishes together can
feed eight people,
and at under $3 per
serving, this pregame
menu can’t be beat.

Chicken tortilla soup

1 pound of boneless chicken breast(s)
5 cups of chicken broth
1 can of sweet corn, drained
1 can of black beans, drained and rinsed
1 15 ounce can of diced tomatoes, drained
3 tablespoons of tomato paste
1 medium-sized onion, diced
1 green bell pepper, diced
2 (or more) jalapeño peppers, diced
2 cloves of minced garlic
½ teaspoon of chili powder
¼ teaspoon of cumin

Santa Fe shrimp

1 1/2 pounds of shrimp
1/4 cup of olive oil and McCormick Perfect Pinch Fiesta Citrus seasoning
OR
Lawry’s Santa Fe Chili marinade with Lime and Garlic
Bamboo or metal skewers

Add all of the above ingredients to a slow cooker and
cook on low for eight hours or on high for four. Take
the chicken breast(s) out and shred with two forks;
return to cooker. Cook on high for another 30 minutes.
Serve with tortilla chips.
Tailgating tip: If there isn’t an electrical hook-up at
your spot, divide into individual thermoses beforehand to keep warm until the tailgate.

LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE
LAUREN GORDON / THE BREEZE

How spicy this soup is depends on the number of jalapeños. For extra spicy soup, add three or more.

Nôrth 38
DON’T FIGHT THE TRAFFIC
ON PORT REPUBLIC

Now Leasing
2014-2015
1.540.908.2812
NORTH38APTS.COM

• All utilities provided
• By the bedroom leases
• Convenient Harrisonburg Transit
Service
• Designated quiet buildings
• 24-hour access to the Clubhouse
• Resort style pool and hot tub
• Private study rooms & computer
lounge

• Furnished apartments with
leather sofas
• 32” LCD flat pannel TVs
• Cable TV with HBO
• Free tanning beds
• Pet walk (pet friendly!)
• Car care facility
• State of the art fitness center
• Excellent customer service
• Energy star certified

1190 Meridian Circle
Harrisonburg, VA

$490

Generous $75.00 cap on electricity
More money in your pocket!!

Get to the game earlier with these cheap, healthy and easy alternatives to traditional tailgate staples like hot dogs
and hamburgers. Preparing food the night before can save hours of your morning before tailgating starts at 8 a.m.

Combine olive oil and seasoning in a bowl, mix well (if using the marinade, empty half of the bottle into a bowl). Add shrimp to bowl and toss
to coat. Place in refrigerator and let shrimp marinate overnight or at least
four hours. If using bamboo skewers, soak in water for 30 minutes prior to
threading shrimp. Grill on medium heat until shrimp turn pink. Serve with
Mexican rice.
Tailgating tip: Frozen shrimp are often cheaper than fresh ones, and can be
purchased precooked, which will cut down on cooking time at your tailgate.
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Back in the day
First JMU football coach reflects on program’s start

Brian Prescott / THE BREEZE

Challace McMillin is currently a mental training coach for JMU Athletics. He’s been at JMU since 1971.
By Wayne Epps Jr.
The Breeze

JMU’s first head football coach,
Challace McMillin, led JMU from its
inaugural season in 1972 until 1984.
As coach during JMU football’s
beginning stages, McMillin went from
drawing field lines himself for the
Dukes’ first game, to helping develop
Bridgeforth Stadium, to overseeing
an undefeated season in 1975, to
being able to offer scholarships
for the first time in 1979 and then
being at the helm when JMU moved
to Division I-AA from Division III in
1980.
After 1984, McMillin remained at
JMU as a kinesiology professor until
2003. He was inducted into the JMU
Athletics Hall of Fame in 1994 and is
currently a mental training coach for
JMU Athletics. Here is part of our
sit down with McMillin to talk about
JMU football’s early days.
When was the idea of the JMU
football program first proposed?
I came here in 1971, and at that time,
President Carrier and Dean Ehlers,
who was the athletic director, said
that we would be starting a football
program. But they weren’t exactly sure
when. So it wasn’t announced until
the summer of 1972 that we would be

playing a football schedule that fall,
and it’d be just with junior varsity. It
was announced in July of ’72 and we
started the program then that fall. So
we really didn’t have a chance to do
any recruiting or anything like that. We
just had to deal with whoever was here.
So ’72 and ’73 we played JV ball. Then
in 1974, we started our first varsity
season, and we had a winning season
that year.
Were you brought to JMU originally
to be the football coach? Yes, I was. I
was hired first as director of housing,
but that was what Dr. Carrier wanted
it to be called at that time. But I came
with the knowledge of knowing that I
was going to be the football coach and
start the program. Otherwise I wouldn’t
have come.
What was it like transitioning from
a JV team in ’73 to a varsity team
in ’74? It was a big jump, there’s no
doubt about that. But at least we had
a couple years, well actually ’73, to
recruit players in here. So fortunately
we were able to get some good players
in. And we had a winning season the
first varsity season.
Going back to that ’72 season, after
just announcing it in the summer,
what was it like running out for the
first JMU football game?
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That first football game, we were
supposed to play at the high school
over here. But it rained, the weather
was not good the night before, and so
we played the first game out here on
the Godwin Field. And I had to help line
the field that morning before we played,
and put up the goal posts. So that was
pretty hectic before we played the first
game … No stands or anything like that.
What was it like having such a quick
jump and improvement in the program
by then going undefeated (9-0-1) in
’75? Again, by the time we reached the
season in ’75, we had had time then to
bring in more athletes and to work with
the ones that we had to help them to
develop. And so, that again made a big
difference and, as I said, added a few
coaches on to the staff too. So the fact
that we had some time and were able
to bring in more athletes and that the
athletes who were here then had an
opportunity to then learn our system
and work then in practice both during
the season and in the offseason with
our strength program and everything ...
That really made a difference.
Throughout that time as well,
building Bridgeforth for its first

season in ’74, what went into
planning it and putting together that
project? And what did that project
do for the program? That project
certainly did a lot. Because it said that
they’re committed to having a very
good program and providing the best
facilities they possibly can. I spent
actually a lot of time ... doing research
about the type of field that we needed
to have. We also developed a track
around that facility then too. So we had
probably one of the best track facilities
in the state, if not the best. It was
developed as the Bridgeforth Stadium
was being developed. And I did the
research on the type of track, because
I was coaching track at that time too.
And so, we did a lot of research and
worked hard to make sure that we were
getting a really good stadium with the
idea that the program was going to
grow.
Moving toward the end of the decade,
what was it like finally having the
opportunity to offer scholarships and
what did that do for the program?
I guess it was in ’79 that we started
offering scholarships. Actually, it wasn’t
announced, the president did not make
the announcement that we were going

to a scholarship program until near
the end of the season for 1978. Which
meant then that, all of a sudden, we had
to start recruiting on a different level
— we were now offering scholarships.
And so, it was a good thing to begin to
have to offer scholarships, but we were
a little bit behind in terms of being able
to recruit that year. Because recruiting
starts very early, and I didn’t know
until ... we were playing William & Mary
down there at their facility when it was
announced [Oct. 14, 1978], when I was
told that we were moving to the next
level.
What did moving up to Division I-AA
in 1980 mean for the program? Again,
it meant that we would have a few more
scholarships and that we were going
again to move to another level. That
meant that we were trying to build this
program even more. But it also meant
that we were in a transition and it was
going to take time, because we, at that
point, didn’t have as many scholarships
as those others. And we take time,
because you can only give so many
scholarships a year. And then there’s a
total amount. So we couldn’t reach that
total amount right away, but we knew
we were going to work to do that.

By the time of your last season in
1984, how much do you think the
program had grown since that first
season in 1972? Oh it had grown a
whole lot, I mean, we had beaten the
University of Virginia [Sept. 18, 1982]
during that time. We were ranked on the
I-AA level … So the program had grown
a good deal.
What would you say was the biggest
win of your tenure as coach? As a
coach, of course the first one we had
over at Anne Arundel Community
College [Sept. 22, 1973]. Of course, I
think the win over the University of
Virginia, probably. I hate to call one
the biggest win, but it was a big win,
because it, again, showed how far we
had come in terms of the progress of
the program.
Contact Wayne Epps Jr. at
breezesports@gmail.com.

Read the full interview at

breezejmu.org.

Welcome back Alumni!
come on by for a tour over homecoming weekend
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breezejmu.org HOMECOMING

Homecoming and
Halloween edition
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APP LY TODAY FOR FA L L 2 01 4

EARLY BIRD RATES

A S LOW AS

$429
S O U T H V I E WJ M . C O M

SAVE $150 WITH REDUCED FEES

THINK OF US FOR

NOW SERVING

CATERING

BREAKFAST

YOUR NEXT PARTY!

ALL DAY!

walk to class + on bus route + individual leases
pet friendly + fully furnished + private bedrooms & bathrooms

678.401.4617 • 3995 Frey Rd

Locations
854 Port Republic Road- 540-574-3774
1645 Reservoir Street- 540-434-3544
88 Carlton Street- 540-433-7827
2421 South Main Street- 540-433-9866

JAC Card
Accepted
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Come in and stay a while
JMU alumni decide to stay local and invest their skills in the city that made them who they are
By Mary Kate White
The Breeze

Brian Prescott / the breeze

Graduates Zac Hittie and Erik Pitzer returned to Harrisonburg to start their own business, Sam’s Cornhole Bags.

When freshmen looking to attend JMU ask seniors for advice, the most
common response is “Cherish every moment.” Many seniors don’t want
to leave by the time they walk across the stage to get their diploma: in
fact, some of them never do.
According to the Leeolou Alumni Center, out of the 112,000 total JMU
alumni, 10,000 have chosen to remain in the Shenandoah Valley. Many
who move on to other cities to start their career wind up back in the
Friendly City within a few years.
Entrepreneurs Zac Hittie and Erik Pitzer graduated from JMU in 2006
and 2007, respectively. Both men moved to larger cities after graduation
— Hittie to Arlington, Va. and Pitzer to New York City — and both eventually returned to the Valley.
“I still have some ties to the university, so I didn’t feel completely
isolated,” Pitzer said. “I’m glad I did it, I had a great time up there, but I
knew I didn’t want to be there forever. I don’t even know that I want to
be here forever, but it works for right now.”

“
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It’s not a frantic lifestyle, but it offers
residents a lot of opportunities.

Pitzer said the low cost of living and the recently rejuvenated
downtown scene were both big contributors to his decision to return to
Harrisonburg. After living in stressful, bustling New York City, Pitzer
welcomed the slowed-down pace of
Harrisonburg living.
“There’s nothing to be overly upset
about in Harrisonburg. You can see
the mountains. People love mountains,” Pitzer said.

“There’s nothing
to be overly
upset about in
Harrisonburg.
You can see the
mountains. People
love mountains.”
Erik Pitzer

co-owner of Sam’s
Cornhole Bags

Paul Somers, a 2004 JMU graduate
who went on to receive his master’s
in English education from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington,
returned to Harrisonburg with his
children in 2008.
“It’s really easy living, there aren’t
people trying to rob you,” Somers
said. “After living in Norfolk and Newport News, it’s like ‘kick your shoes
off and chill.’ So much more relaxed.”
After working as a teaching assistant in JMU’s English department
and working at local bars, Somers
has made a place for himself in Harrisonburg’s local arts scene, and has
helped organize dozens of exhibits
and poetry readings this year alone.
He also founded the Super Gr8
Film Festival, a local documentary

“

breezejmu.org HOMECOMING

James Irwin, assistant director of alumni relations
competition that uses vintage Super
8 film cameras.
“That’s a cool part of being
involved with all these local artists
— there’s a shared pool of resources,”
Somers said. “If I need a book done,
[my friend] can do that. If he needs
photography done, I can do that for
him. It’s kind of like an unofficial collective; the end-goals are pretty loose
and the biggest focus is for people to
be stoked and have a good time and
be engaged in real culture.”
According to James Irwin, an assistant director of alumni relations at the
Leeolou Alumni Center, Harrisonburg’s connection to JMU is another
huge reason alumni keep coming
back.
“Being in a town that is connected to the university offers you a lot of
things to get involved in,” Irwin said.
“The lifestyle is one that I think is very
accommodating to a lot of people. It’s
not a frantic lifestyle, but it offers residents a lot of opportunities.”
Graduates’ reluctance to leave
the Valley only makes Harrisonburg
more inviting. Thanks to Harrisonburg’s retention of graduates, alumni
are able and willing to invest the skills
they gained while at JMU into the
community.
“Downtown has really emerged
over the past few years, mostly because of the [Harrisonburg
Downtown Renaissance] which is
led by another JMU graduate, Eddie
Bumbaugh,” Irwin said. “In terms of
restaurants, entertainment, culture
and art, some of the best restaurants
in town have only shown up over the
past few years.”
In a few months there will be
another group of JMU alumni leaving the JMU bubble. The
decision to stay in Harrisonburg
seems like an obvious choice.
CONTACT Mary Kate White
at breezearts@gmail.com.

COURTESY OF PAUL SOMERS

Paul Somers, a 2004 alumnus, moved to North Carolina to pursue his master’s degree in English at the
Unversity of North Carolina at Wilmington but returned in 2008 to raise his children in Harrisonburg.
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1. The Duke Dog searches through a pile of shirts to get his own Purple
Out T-shirt for the year during Monday night’s event held on the Festival
lawn. 2. A DJ performs at JMU’s Purple Out to kick off homecoming
2011. 3. A student recieves his Purple Out shirt on the Quad just in time
for last years homecoming game against Georgia State. 4. A student
gets her free shirt from a volunteer on the Quad to wear for homecoming
2011.
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5. President Jon Alger addresses students at this year’s
Purple Out event held on Festival lawn. 6. Students wait
in line to receive their free Purple Out T-shirt. 7. There
were 5,000 T-shirts ordered by the SGA for this year’s
event. 8. The Duke Dog poses on the Quad in his Purple
Out T-shirt during last year’s event. 9. Students lined the
Quad last year to wait for their Purple Out shirts.
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